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The calamities which too often fall upon the peoples of India are themselves sometimes a means of drawing the races together. Nothing binds officers and people together more than sympathy between them9 and co-operation with one another, in dealing with calamity. A visitation of plague or cholera, in which the European officer sets himself to explain the measures of prevention and repression which have been adopted after careful inquiry and wide experience, and in which he associates himself closely with the people in dealing with the calamity, does more to bind the races together than any mere talk, however kindly. It is wonderful how he will lead the people, if he is himself careful indeed in regard to disinfection* but fearless in his attitude towards the disease. Their spirits are cheered, and they realise that Government is doing at least [all that human power can do to mitigate the horrors of the situation.
My experience of famine has been very extensive. As Commissioner of Nagpur, I had to deal with the famine of 1808* and as Chief Commissioner 1 had to deal with the even more terrible famine of 1899-1000* 1 do not propose to record the sad experiences of those famines; but I think it worth while to note that the work which we then had to do brought us elosely into touch with the feelings, customs, and              of the
people than perhaps anything       in my Indian
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necessity for                                 famine,, We        the
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